
 
               September 12, 2017 

  

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, September 12, 

2017, at 9:00 A.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration 

Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Chairman; 

Elista H. Smith, Vice Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chaplain 

Allen W. Floyd, Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw and 

Councilman Milton W. Troy, II. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, 

Administrator; Kent M. Williams, Deputy Administrator; Charles L. McLain, III, 

County Attorney; and Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the 

Star & Enterprise was not present and duly notified. TV 13 was present and duly 

notified. 

 

Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to 

lead the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of 

Information Announcement. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and 

carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meetings held on August 

24, 2017. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, C, D & E first readings for 

ordinances listed on the agenda as follows were ready: A. First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-08 An Ordinance To Authorize and Approve an Agreement for the 

Development of a Joint Industrial and Business Park by and between Marion County 

and Horry County with property located in Horry County (Atlantic Center); to 

require the payment of a Fee In Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes by Businesses and 

Industries located in the Park; to apply Zoning and Other Laws in the Park; to 

provide for Law Enforcement Jurisdiction in the Park; and to provide for the 

Distribution of Park Revenues within the County; B. First Reading of Ordinance 

#2017-09 An Ordinance to Authorize and Approve an Amendment to the Marion 

County Personnel Policy Affecting Overtime Pay for Exempt Employees during a 

Declared Emergency or Statewide Mutual Aid Assistance; C. First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-10 An Ordinance of Marion County, South Carolina Approving 

Electrical Lines with Duke Energy to install electrical lines on Dick Road; D. First 

Reading of Ordinance #2017-11 An Ordinance Authorizing Pursuant to Chapter 44 

of Title 12, South Carolina Code of Laws 1976, As Amended, the Execution and 

Delivery of a Fee Agreement between Marion County, South Carolina and Rhubarb 

One, LLC and certain Affiliates and Matters Relating Thereto; E. First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-12 An Ordinance to Convey the real property bearing Marion  
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County Tax Id Number 705-05-05-000-000 more commonly known as the Nichols 

Library Building, from Marion County to the American Legion Auxiliary of 

Nichols, to authorize the County Administrator to execute the same, and to authorize 

all Other Matters Related Thereto.  

 

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-08 An Ordinance To Authorize and Approve an Agreement for the 

Development of a Joint Industrial and Business Park by and between Marion County 

and Horry County with property located in Horry County (Atlantic Center); to 

require the payment of a Fee In Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes by Businesses and 

Industries located in the Park; to apply Zoning and Other Laws in the Park; to 

provide for Law Enforcement Jurisdiction in the Park; and to provide for the 

Distribution of Park Revenues within the County was ready: The County Attorney 

introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of 

Ordinance #2017-08. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-09 An Ordinance to Authorize and Approve an Amendment to the 

Marion County Personnel Policy Affecting Overtime Pay for Exempt Employees 

during a Declared Emergency or Statewide Mutual Aid Assistance was ready: The 

County Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes 

first reading of Ordinance #2017-09. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-10 An Ordinance of Marion County, South Carolina Approving 

Electrical Lines with Duke Energy to install electrical lines on Dick Road was ready: 

The County Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this 

constitutes first reading of Ordinance 2017-10. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item D. on the agenda; First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-11 An Ordinance Authorizing Pursuant to Chapter 44 of Title 12, 

South Carolina Code of Laws 1976, As Amended, the Execution and Delivery of a 

Fee Agreement between Marion County, South Carolina and Rhubarb One, LLC and 

certain Affiliates and Matters Relating Thereto was not ready: 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item E. on the agenda; First Reading of 

Ordinance #2017-12 An Ordinance to Convey the real property bearing Marion 

County Tax Id Number 705-05-05-000-000 more commonly known as the Nichols 

Library Building, from Marion County to the American Legion Auxiliary of 

Nichols, to authorize the County Administrator to execute the same, and to authorize 

all Other Matters Related Thereto was ready: The County Attorney introduced the 

title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of Ordinance 

#2017-12. 

 

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 

 

The County Attorney provided Council a letter from Mr. Milton Edward Baxley Jr. 

explaining why he did not apply for an agricultural assessment for 2016. Mr. 

McLain read statute 12-43-223-A. Mr. McLain asked Council if they wanted to take  
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action regarding this said matter. Council did not approve the agricultural assessment 

for 2016. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that Mr. Roy Moore applied for an agricultural 

assessment for 2016. Mr. Moore’s agricultural assessment request was dated May 

23, 2016, and was submitted to Council on August 24, 2017. Mr. McLain stated that 

it does not appear to be a valid reason for the delay in the 2016 request. Councilman 

Shaw stated that he had spoken with one of the heirs regarding this said matter and 

was told to discard the request. Council did not approve the agricultural assessment 

for 2016. 

 

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told 

Council that the last two projects are moving forward. The Saffold Building is 

almost completed. Mr. Harper told Council that work will begin on the Mullins Fire 

Station in the next few weeks.  

 

The Administrator updated Council on Hurricane Matthew. Mr. Harper told Council 

that Horne LLC is having a few issues with their location on North Main Street at 

the end of the old Piggly Wiggly building. He stated that Horne is looking for a new 

location.  

 

The Administrator told Council that bids are being accepted for the Tri-Axle Dump 

Truck. 

 

The Administrator told Council that the United Fund Banquet will be held on 

September 20
th

 at Woodhaven at 6:30 pm. 

 

The Administrator provided Council a copy of a letter from the SC Department of 

Commerce CDBG in reference to the South West Mullins Drainage Project.  

 

Vice Chairperson Smith asked Mr. Harper how many exempt employees report to 

him. Mr. Harper replied around six. She asked Mr. Harper for a list of those 

individuals. Councilman Troy asked Mr. Harper does every employee know whether 

they are exempt or non-exempt. Mr. Harper replied yes. Vice Chairperson Smith 

also asked Mr. Harper if the department heads were exempt. Mr. Harper replied yes. 

Councilman Troy mentioned an organizational chart. Mr. Harper told Councilman 

Troy that he would get them a copy. 

 

Ms. Katherine Bell the HR Director updated Council on the Salary and Pay 

Classification Study. Ms. Bell provided Council a copy of the information from the 

Management Advisory Group, Inc. Ms. Bell gave a brief overview in reference to 

the orientation process that is scheduled for September 18-19, 2017. She stated that 

each employee has a copy of the organizational chart in their employee handbook. 

Chairman Collins thanked Ms. Bell for her presentation.  

 

Sheriff Brian Wallace appeared before Council to discuss the Marion County 

Wrecker Policy. Sheriff Wallace told Council that they do not have a policy in place.  

Currently, there is an issue with the towing and storing fees. He stated that the SCHP 

has a great policy that references inspections forms, County business license, 

insurance etc. Chairman Collins mentioned a few changes that needed to be made in  
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the policy. Sheriff Wallace stated that the policy would be reviewed by the 

administrator and attorney before final approval.  

 

The Administrator passed out bank bids tabulations in reference to vehicle loans. Mr. 

Harper told Council that there were six bids. They are as follows: Anderson Brothers 

Bank 4%, Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank 2.99%,  Wells Fargo Bank no bid, TD 

Bank, no bid, BB&T Governmental Finance, no bid and First Citizens Bank, no bid. 

It was the recommendation of the Administrator to award the bid to Pee  

Dee Federal Savings Bank at 2.99%. Councilman Atkinson abstained from the vote 

due to the fact he is an employee of Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank. Motion was 

made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman, Foxworth. The motion 

carried.  

 

Chairman Collins brought up the storm drainage ditches in Nichols and Sellers. 

Chairman Collins stated that the County needs to assist Nichols and Sellers by 

cleaning out the ditches. Motion was made by Chairman Collins, seconded by 

Councilman Shaw, Mr. Williams told Council that SCDOT has agreed to clean the 

canal ditch in the Town of Nichols. He stated what the SCDOT needs from the Town 

of Nichols is a verbal commitment from the landowners to get the ditch cleaned out.  

Councilman Troy brought up the other ditches in Nichols that were mentioned in a 

previous meeting. Mr. Harper stated that the County is waiting on FEMA. He stated 

that the County can clean the other ditches, but the Road & Bridges crew would be 

pulled from maintaining the roads. He stated that there is a legal process the County 

has to go through regarding this matter. Chairman Collins restated his motion that 

the County should be responsible to clean out the fallout ditches going to the canal 

and if the SCDOT does not clean out the canal that the County should clean it out. 

He also stated that the County should clean out the canal in the Town of Sellers. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Foxworth; Mr. Williams stated that he would 

solicit the SCDOT’s help on cleaning out other ditches including Sellers. The 

County Attorney stated that just because there is a ditch it does not mean it is a 

County ditch and it is not the County’s responsibility to clean it out. Mr. McLain 

wanted clarity as to whether its all the ditches in the County or a specific ditch. He 

stated that it is also taking on a lot of responsibility that is not the County’s. After a 

brief discussion by members of Council; The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Councilman Troy suggested getting responsible individuals together to discuss who 

is doing what to whom in reference to the ditches. 

 

Councilman Shaw brought up the old Terrell’s Bay High School property. 

Councilman Shaw told Council that he has met with the Mr. Jordan the property 

owner to discuss leasing 8-12 acres to the County for recreation. He stated that the 

lease would not include the old school. Mr. Williams stated that Councilman Shaw 

mentioned the meeting he had with Mr. Jordan regarding a lease. Mr. Williams 

informed Councilman Shaw that he would do everything possible to secure some 

funding from the State level.   Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by 

Councilman Troy, to authorize the administrator and attorney to seek a lease 

agreement and bring it back to Council for approval. The motion carried 

unanimously.  
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Vice Chairperson Smith stated that she has brought up having a centralized location 

for recreation several times.  She stated that they have to do better instead of having 

individual parks all over the County. Mr. Williams stated that there should be a 

combination. He also stated that the HealthCare Foundation Board is interested in 

this type of project. Vice Chairperson Smith asked Mr. Harper to think about how to 

get this project moving forward.  

 

Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and 

carried unanimously, to go into executive session for a contractual and an economic 

development matter. 

 

Motion was made by Vice Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, 

and carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting. 

Chairman Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for 

a contractual and an economic development matter.  

 

The Administrator asked Council to approve accepting the Marion County Site 

Development Strategy Plan as information and at the next meeting adopt the 

strategies. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman 

Floyd, and carried unanimously.  

 

   There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Vice Chairperson Smith, 

   seconded by Councilman Floyd to adjourn the meeting at approximately: 11:46 A.M. 

   
      

__________________________  ___________________________ 

Buddy Collins, Chairman   Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council 

   

 


